"A great hurtle of a book, telling several powerful stories at once…An astonishing performance… a prodigious, illuminating and exhilarating run."
-The New York Times
Acclaim for Time of Our Singing "Ingenious…A heady, panoramic novel, scored, like so much of Powers's work, for full orchestra…One of our most lavishly gifted writers." -The New Yorker "One of the best novels ever written about race in America…one of the best written about the joys of music…A major novel, harrowing and haunting in blending such intense beauty and such great sorrow into one great, unforgettable American symphony." -Newsday "A bold and vibrant set of variations on the themes of music, race and time…It is hard to think of another novel since Thomas Mann's Doctor Faustus that uses music so effectively and with such authority." -Chicago Tribune "The Time of Our Singing is an astonishment but not a surprise…Richard Powers has been astounding us almost every other year since 1985…We can no longer be surprised about whatever he dares to think in ink about." -Harper's Magazine "With his characteristic mastery of structure and language, Powers has orchestrated a story that…plays with bravura to the end." At the novel's close, a young black boy tells Delia and David a saying told to him by his mother and his uncle: "'The bird and the fish can fall in love. But where they gonna build their nest?'" David is astonished that the boy is familiar with this saying, simply because he maintains it is a Yiddish phrase. How indeed could the black child in 1939 know this?
